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Koran, which lay on his lap when he was attacked by his
murderers.

His murder made room jfor Ali, twenty-five years after the A-D
death of his father-in-law, and he appears to have accepted ,
with reluctance an office which is regarded by a large minority
of the Mohammedan world as his undoubted right. The
town was full of strangers from the cities of Cufa and Bassora,
which owe their foundation to the Khalifs, as well as from
Egypt, and was agitated by their contests. Telha and Zobeir,
who, with Ayesha, were his implacable enemies, found it ex-
pedient to conceal their feelings, and take an oath of allegiance
on the very day of Othman's assassination; and he only
yielded to the general voice by their adjuring him to consider
the distraction of the people and the state of Islam. Having
consented, he determined that it should appear that his acces-
sion was the act of the nation; and his simple inauguration
strongly contrasts with the worldly magnificence of the future
court of Bagdad, though even Ali assumed the sovereignty of
a considerable empire. At an early hour he repaired to the
mosque, in a thin cotton gown, with a coarse turban, in one
hand his slippers, and in the other, instead of a staff, a bow.
His reign, so long expected, and, according to his followers, so
unjustly deferred, was inglorious; for it brought on a civil
war, in which the Moslems, hitherto the conquerors of other
nations, turned their arms against each other. He disregarded
the counsel of a relation, who then told him that he was a
man of courage, but not of conduct. Circumstances, however,
were unfavourable; and if a more vigorous system might
have suppressed discontent at home, it was hopeless for
him to encounter at once, abroad, Moawiyah who had
become the sovereign of Syria, and Amru, the conqueror of
Egypt. Though sixty years of age, he shewed his unfitness
by retaining the rashness of youth; set aside all the governors
of provinces appointed by his predecessor; and while he
offended Telha and Zobeir by refusing to place them over
Cufa and Bassora, he neglected to secure their persons.
They escaped to Bassora, avowing their intention of avenging